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For the Christian Magazine. 

REMARKS ON THE HISTOKY OF HAMAN. 

Anasvenus promoted Haman, 
“and advanced him, and set his 
seat above ali the princes, that 
were with him. Allthe king’s ser- 
vants, that were in the king’s gate, 
bowed and reverenced Haman ; 
for the king had so commanded 
concerning him.” One, howev- 
er, there was, who neither bow- 
ed, nor did him reverence. It 
was Mordecai the Jew. On dis- 


covering this, Haman was full of 
wrath. But, scorning to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone, he obtained a 
decree from Abhasuerus, that all 


the Jews, who were then, in 
great numbers, dispersed through- 
out the kingdom, should be put 


to death on the thirteenth day of 


the twelfth month. Soon after 
this decree had been issued, Es- 
ther the queen, for a special pur- 
pose, invited the king and Haman 
to a banquet, that she proposed 
to prepare forthem. On the ap- 
pointed day, Haman set out to go 
to her banquet with joy and glad- 
ness of heart. But, when he had 
arrived at the king’s gate, he 
there saw Mordecai, who neither 
stood up, nor moved for him. 
On this account he was filled 
with indignation. Nevertheless, 
he retrained himself, and went 
in to the banquet. But, on re- 
turning home, he spake to his 
friends concerning the multitude 
VOL. IV. 


of his children, and his riches, 
and his honors, and the fact of his 
being alone with the king invited 
to the banquet of the queen; yet, 
added, that all this could avail 
him nothing, so long as he should 
see Mordecai the Jew sitting at 
the king’s gate. With a view 
to gratify his malevolence, his 
friends advised him to have a 
gallows erected before his own 
door, fifty cubits high, and to 
present a petition to the king, 
which they doubted not would 
be granted him, that Mordecai 
might be hanged thereon the 
next morning. “ ‘The thing pleas- 
ed Haman, and he caused the 
gallows to be made.” Very early 
the next morning, he proceeded 
to the king’s palace. But, be- 
fore he could present to him the 
petition, that has been mentioned, 
Ahasuerus asked him, what should 
be done to the man, whom the 
king delighted to honor. Sup- 
posing himself to be intended, he 
replied, that one of the king’s 
most noble princes should array 
that man in the royal apparel, 
and set him on the horse, which 
the king was accustomed to ride, 
and, going with him through the 
city, should proclaim before him, 
** Thus shall it be done unto the 
man, whom the king delighteth 
to honor.”” Immediately Ahasu- 
erus commanded him to hasten, 
and do thus unto Mordecai. This 
45 
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command he obeyed; and then, 
‘ hasted to his house, mourning, 
and having his head uncovered,’ 
where his friends predicted his 
utter ruin. There he remained, 
till the king’s chamberlains came 
and hastened him to Esther’s ban- 
quet. At this banquet, she made 
request of the king for her own 
life, and the life of her people, 
the Jews, in the kingdom, who 


were all under the sentence of 


death. Probably forgetting the 
decree, which, he had signed at 
the request of Haman, Ahasuerus, 
with surprise, asked her,—‘+ W ho 
is he? and where is he, that 
durst presume in his heart to do 
so? And Esther said, the adver- 
sary and enemy is this wicked 
Haman.” Exasperated by this in- 
formation, the king rose up trom 
the banquet, and hastened into 
his palace garden. But, soon re- 
turning, he found Haman in a 
situation, which the more excited 
his indignation towardhim. Then 
‘‘ Harbonah, one of the king’s 
chamberlain’s, said before the 
king, Behold, also, ghe gallows, 
fifty cubits high, which “Stemen 
had made for Mordecai, standeth 
in the house of Haman. Then 
the king said, hang him thereon. 
So they hanged Haman on the 
gallows, that he had prepared 
for Mordecai.” And thus termi- 
nated the earthly career of that 
bitter enemy of the Jews. His 
history is replete with instruc- 
tion, and naturally suggests the 
following observations. 

1. Riches, and honors, and 
pleasures, cannot, of themselves, 
render men happy. Haman was 
a man of wealth. He spake to his 
friends concerning the glory of 
his riches, and he promised to 


present to Ahasuerus ten thou- 
sand talents of silver as an in- 
ducement to him to promulgate 
a decree for the extermination of 
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his Jewish subjects. He was an 
honored man. The king promoted 
him, and advanced him, and set 
him above all the princes, that 
were with him; and all the king’s 
servants bowed and reverenced 
Haman. ‘Thus rich and honored, 
he could freely indulge himself 
in worldly pleasure. And are you 
ready to conclude, that he must 
have been one of the happiest of 
men? The tact is far otherwise. 
He was wretched. He cherished 
a disposition, that would have 
rendered him unhappy under any 
possible circamstances in lile. 
Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence. This he could not 
endure. He calls together his 
friends, and tells them of the glory 
of his riches, and ot the multitude 
of his children, and of all things, 
wherein the king has promoted 
him, and how he has advanced 
him above all the servants of the 
king, and how Esther did let no 
man but him come in with the 
king to her banquet, and how he 
is invited to go in with the king 
to her banquet on the morrow. 
*“ Yet,” adds he, “all this avail- 
eth me nothing, so long as J see 
Mordecai the Jew, sitting at the 
king’s gate.” Thus, you learn, 
that riches, and honors, and plea- 
sures, cannot of themselves make 
men happy. 

Those, who cherish a dis- 
contented spirit, will always find 
something to destroy their peace. 
Such a spirit seems to have been 
naturally possessed and cherished 
by Haman. And, in consequence 
of possessing and cherishing it, 
his peace was destroyed. There 
seems to have been, at all times, 
something, by which it was dis- 
turbed. The little affront, that 
he received from Mordecai, with- 
ered all bis joys. He confessed, 
that his estates, his preferments, 
and his family, could afford him no 
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enjoyment, so long as the hated 
Jew was permitted to sit in the 
king’s gate. ‘here are those 
now, wiose peace is destroyed 
by a discontented spirit. How- 
ever agreeable and desirable their 
circumstances may appear to oth- 
ers, they are themselves discon- 
teuted and unhappy. They are 
ever ready to entertain you with 


the recital of a long catalogue of 


circumstances, by which they sut- 
fered their peace to be disturbed. 
In short, there is always some 
Mordecai sitting in the king’s 
gate ; and they are free to con- 
fess, that, so long as he is per- 
mitted to remain there, their 
teinporal circumstances, how a- 
greeable soever in themselves, 
can avail them nothing. Certain, 


theretore, it is, that in this sintul 
worid, a discontented spirit will 
always find something to destroy 
the peace of its possessor. There 


are, in the domestic circie, and in 
the neighbourhood, and in the 
church, and in the religious so- 
ciety, events of very frequent 
occurrence, which are in them- 
selves disagreeable. And if, over- 
looking the many pleasing cir- 
cumstances of our situation, we 
suffer our minds almost constantly 
to fix on the, perhaps, compara- 
tively tew disagreeable circum- 
stances, in which we may be 
placed, we shall not only render 
ourselves wretched, but also dis- 
turb the happiness of those, with 
whom we are connected. bBe- 
sides, to cherish a discontented 
spirit, is sinful in the sight of God. 
Extending, as do his counsel and 
agency, to the most minute cir- 
cumstances and events, we cannot 
cherish such a spirit, without 
murmuring against him on account 
of the allotments of his provi- 
dence. Let us ratherimbibe and 
cherish the spirit of Paul, who 
knew both how to be abased, and 


how to abound ; and who learned, 
in whatever circumstances he was 
placed, therewith to be content. 

3. What will a spirit of supreme 
selfishness do, when not subjected 
to restraint. Haman thought it 
beneath him to sacrifice Morde- 
cai alone ; and, therefore, delibe- 
rately resolved to destroy all the 
Jews, that were scattered through- 
out the kingdom of Persia, and 
actually obtained of Ahasuerus a 
decrgée for this purpose. ‘The 
Jews were then extremely nume- 
rous in that kingdom. Yet, they 
were all, both old and young, 
both women and little children, 
devoted to utter destruction, to 
gratify Haman’s proud, revenge- 
ful, selfish spirit. With what a 
humiliating picture of the natural 
heart are we here presented. In 
it we may see what supreme sel- 
fishness will do, when unrestrain- 
ed. A disposition, like his, would 
stop at nothing, but would sacri- 
fice upon the altar of revenge 
every thing, by which it should 
chance to be crossed. It would 
not stop till, having dethroned 
Jehovah, and seated itself in his 
place, it could brood, with malig- 
nant pleasure, over the ruins of a 
desolated universe. How odious 
in the sight of heaven must such 
a spirit appear. Escape from it, 
as you would escape from the 
deadly pestilence. See, that your 
hearts are brought under the in- 
fluence of that universal and 
impartial benevolence, which 
‘‘seeketh not her own.” 

4. Those, who admire and flat- 
ter themselves, practise upon 
themselves a gross deception. 
Haman admired and flattered him- 
self on account of the distinguish- 
ed honor, which Esther conferred 
upon him, in that she invited him 
alone, of all the princes of the 
king, to her royal banquets. He 
supposed. that she repeatedly in- 
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vited him, because she was charm- 
ed with his company, and espe- 
cially delighted to honor him, and 
deemed none so worthy, as him- 
self, to associate with 
and the king. But, how greatly 
did the pride of his heart deceive 
him. Instead of inviting him to 
her banquets for the reasons, 
which he supposed, she did it for 
the purpose of accusing him, to 
the king ; and, in summoning him 
to her feasts, she did but surffmon 
him to the bar of justice. 

His disposition to admire and 
flatter himself, again deceived 
him, when in answer to the king’s 
inquiry, he promptly declared 
what should be done to the man, 
whom the king delighted to honor. 
So exalted an opinion did he en- 
tertain respecting himself, that 
he at once concluded, he must be 
the person intended. But, how 
was he undeceived, 


piinfully 
when Ahasuerus commanded hiin 
to hasten and honor Mordecai in 


the manner which he had des- 
cribed. Self-admirers and self- 
flatterers are, therefore, self-de- 
ceivers. Othersdonot hold them 
in so high estimation, as they tond- 
ly imagine. They commonly 


speak much in commendation of 


themselves, and they seem to 
suppose, that those, to whom they 
address themselves, entertain a 
more favorable opinion concern- 
ing them on account of that praise, 
which they lavish on themselves. 
But they could not be more de- 
ceived. No man, by praising 
himself, ever raised himself in 
the estimation otf others. On 
the contrary, to hear a man, un- 
der the influence of a self-flat- 
tering spirit, speaking flippantly 
in commendation of himself, fills 
the breast of every modest, sensi- 
ble person, with disgust, if not 
with indignation. Guard, then, 
against manifesting that spirit, 


herself 
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which is now the subject of rep- 
rehension. If you huve any real 
excellencies of Character, they 
will, generaliy, be perceived and 
be duly appreciated. And if they 
are not, you can never cause 
them to be perceived and appre- 
ciated by publishing them ov the 
house-top, or in the corners of 
the streets. Besides, to cherish 
a spirit of self-admiration and self- 
flattery, is highly offensive to 
God. tle knows, that you have 
nothing, on account of which you 
have occasion to be elevated in 
your own estimation; but that 
you have reason to lie low before 
him io the valley of humiliation. 

5. The history of Haman sug- 
gests the remark, that the pride 
of all men must, sooner or later, 
be humbled. How eflectually 
humbled was the proud, insolent, 
haughty, overbearing spirit, of 
which he was naturally possessed. 
The very morning, on which he 
had hoped to behold Mordecai 
extended ona gibbet, he received 
a positive order from his sove- 
reign to clothe the hated Jew in 
the royal apparel, to place him 
on the royal steed, and, going 
with him through the streets of 
the city, to proclaim before him, 
—* Thus shall it be done unto the 
man, whom the king delighteth 
to honor.” This was more than 
his proud heart could endure. It 
effectually humbled his haughty 
spirit. Having his head uncover- 
ed, he hastened to his house, 
mourning, and made his friends 
acquainted with all that had be- 
fallen him. Even so must the 
pride of all men, sooner or later, 
be, by one method or another, 
effectually humbled. The pen of 
inspiration has recorded that the 
lottiness of man shall be bowed 
down, and the haughtiness of men 
shall be made low; that God will 
cause the arrogancy of the proud 
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to cease, and will lay low the 
haughtiness of the terrible. ‘This 
is done in every instance of a 
man’s becoming a real Christian. 
Humility is an indispensable trait 
of christian character. It is im- 
possible tor a man to be a real 
Christian, and still to retain all 
the natural pride, and stubborn- 
ness, and wiltulness of his heart. 
These, though not totally eradi- 
cated, have received a wound 
from which they will not be able 
wholly to recover. How desira- 
ble, that the pride of all should, 
in this manner, be humbled in the 
present world. If it is not, it must 
be humbied ina far different man- 
ner in the worid to come. 

6. Read in the history of Ha- 
man the doom of all the incorri- 
gible enemies of the church. The 
Jews did, at that time, constitute 
the only visible people of God 
upon earth. In hating and per- 
secuting Mordecai and the Jews, 
Haman, therefore, hated and per- 
secuted the church of God. And, 
on that very account, his conduct 
was peculiariy offensive to God. 
His hatred and persecution of the 
church was his most aggravated 
and provoking crime; and, on 
this account, that God, to whom 
vengeance belongeth, brought 
upon him an exemplary punish- 
ment. On the very gibbet, which 
he had erected for Mordecai, he 
was himself executed. In like 
manner, have the enemies of the 
church been often taken in their 


work of their own hands. Be- 
ware, then, how you are found 
acting against the church of the 
living God. No weapon, that is 
raised against it, will be suffered 
finally to prosper. It is founded 
on a rock; that rock is Christ; 


and against that rock the gates of 


hell can never prevail. «Why 
do the heathen rage, and the peo- 


ple imagine a vain thing? He, 
that sitteth in the heavens, shall 
laugh ; the Lord shall have them 
in derision. He shall speak to 
them in his wrath, and vex them 
in his sore displeasure. Thou 
shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be 
wise now, therefore, O ye kings; 
be instructed, ye judges of the 
earth. Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled 
but a little.” F. 


re 


For the Christian Magazine. 
EXPOSITION OF PHILIP. ili. 8-—11. 
** Yea doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them but dross 
that I may win Christ, and be found in 
him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by 
faith . that I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable to his death ; if by any 
means I might obtain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead.” 


Iris the last verse of this passage, 
which is the special objec: of the 
present article. “If by anv means 
| might attain unto the resurrec- 
tion of the dead.” 

Resurrection from the dead, is 
spoken of in the Bible, in three 


different senses. 1. As express- 
ing generally the resurrection 
both of the just and unjust. 2. 
As meaning particularly, the res- 
urrection of the saints in the like- 
ness of Christ’s glorious body. 
And 3, as denoting simply resur- 
rection to spiritual life, which be- 
gins at conversion, and ends with 
perfection in holiness. 

The resurrection spoken of in 
the text, it is plain, cannot be 





; 
| 
' 





358 Exposition of Philippians, iii. 8—11. 


the general resurrection ; for the 
apostie could not have been any 
way solicitous as to attaining un- 
to this, since he knew it to be 
settied with certainty by the de- 
cree of God, that * all who will 
be in their graves, shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and come 
forth.” 

Nor, as will appear in the se- 
quel, can this resurrection be the 
resurrection of the saints in the 
likeness of Christ’s glorious body ; 
although the attainment of this 
might have been to the apostle’s 
mind an object of great solicitude. 

This resurrection mentioned in 
our text can be no other thana 
spirtiual resurrection. Yor this the 
apostle’s deep solicitude seems 
altogether proper, inasmuch as a 


spiritual resurrection is a matter of 


immediate obligation, connected 
with our own voluntary agency, 
and is indispensable to our eternal 
happiness. 

For the position which I have 
now taken, my 

First Reason is found in the 
connexion of the text wuh the pre- 


ceeding verse. 


In this the apostle speaks of 
the process of sanctification, or of 


the means by which this work is 
carried forward ; and in our par- 
ticular text he presents the imme- 
diate result, or accomplishment 
of this work. His words are, 
«That I may know him (Christ, 
i. e. the Christian religion, both 
theoretically and practically) and 
the power of his resurrection, 
(i.e. the like power exerted in 
me to raise me to spiritual life, 
as was exerted to raise him toa 
new aud heavenly life,) and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable to his death, 
(i. e. experiencing those mortili- 
cations of the flesh, and that dying 
unto sin, which correspond to 
that he underwent for sin.) 


Now comes the clause, which 
I am endeavoring particularly to 
explain. “If by any means I 
might attain unto the resurreetion 
of the dead,” i. e. rise trom that 
state of degradation and spiritual 
death into which sin has brought 
me, to a state of complete sancti- 
fication—a state of spiritual life 
—of perfect conformity to the 
divine image—a state like that 
in which man originally was, and 
in which all moral beings are 
bound to live forever. 

My Second Reason for such an 
interpretation, ws found in the three 
verses which follow the text. In 
these, the apostle proceeds to 
say, that he did not consider him- 
self to have, as yet, attained; viz. 
unto this resurrection; thereby 
implying that he thought it at- 
tainable, or considered himself as 
being under obligations to attain 
unto it, even in this life. * Not,’’ 
says he, “as though I had already 
attained, either were already per- 
fect, but I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that (he means 
perfection im holiness) tor which I 
was apprehended by Christ Jesus 
(viz. at his conversion.) He pro- 
ceeds then to say ; “¢ yes, brethren, 
whatever claims others may 
make, | do not count myself to 
have as yet reached a state of 
perfection; but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those which are before, | 
press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus,” i. e. | press on 
towards higher attainments in the 
divine life. 

Such must be the import of 
these passages; for to make the 
general resurrection, or the re- 
surrection of the saints in the like- 
ness of Christ’s glorious body, to 
be the great object, which the 
apostle here counts himself not 

















to have apprehended, would be 
to make him gravely say, that he 
did not yet count himself to be 
dead, nor regard himself as 
having yet arrived at the last 
great day when the bodies of all 
shall be raised, but that he was 
urging on with all his might to- 
ward these things. 

My Third Reason is, that the 
text thus explained accords with 
other parts of Paul's writings, es- 
pecially with the sixth chapter of 
his epistle to the Romans. There, 
in answer to the objection, that 
justification by free grace would 
give a license to sin, the apostle 
proceeds to show explicitly, that 
Christians by their profession of 
the religion of Christ, were under 
obligations to be dead with Christ, 
as to the old man, and to be risen 
with Christ, as to the new man, 
i. e. to be holy. “ Know ye not,” 
says he, “that as many of us as 
have been baptized into Jesus 
Christ, have been baptized into 
his death? (i. e. have engaged 
by baptism to imitate him in his 
death, by dying unto sin, as he 
died for sin.) Therefore we 
have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead 
by the power of the Father, we 
also should lead a new lile;” i. e. 
as we have protessed to be dead 
with Christ, so we have professed 
to be alive with him; or in other 
words to be risen to a new and 
holy life, as he rose to a new and 
heavenly life. 

The apostle having thus shown 
what was the profession of Chris- 
tians, he proceeds to exhort them 
to be in very deed what they 
professed to be, viz. dead to 
sin, and alive to God. “For,” 
continues he, ‘we know that 


Christ, being risen from the dead, 
dieth no more, for in respect to 
his death, 


he died for sin once 
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but in respect to his life, 
he liveth unto God. So also,” 
continues he, * should you ac- 
count vourselves as being dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God with 
Jesus Christ i.e. you ought 
once for all, and that even now, 
to become dead as to the old 
man, and wholly alive as to the 
new man.) He proceeds, » there- 
fore, let not sin reign in your 
mortal body so as to obey its 
lusts; neither yield your mem- 
bers to sin, as instruments of ini- 
quity, but give up yourselves to 
God, as alive from the dead, and 
yield your members to God, as 
instruments of righteousness; for 
sin must not reign over you, al- 
though you are not under the law, 
but uader grace.’ Such is the 
apostie’s exhortation; and the 
accordance of our text as above 
explained, with the portion of 
Scripture just recited, is maniiest, 
= may be represented by stat- 
o the following particulars, 

‘1. As the apostle had not, 
when he wrote our text, attained 
into complete resurrection § to 
spiritual life, but considered him- 
self as being under obligations so 
to do, having been apprehended 
by Christ Jesus for this very pur- 
pose, so the Christians at Rome 
are represented by Paul not as 
having already risen with Christ 
toa perfectly holy life, but as 
being under obligations so to do 
by their baptism into Christ. 

As the apostle makes men- 
tion in our text of the power of 
Christ’s resurrection, or that 
power which raised Christ to a 
heavenly life, as the grand means 
by which he hoped to rise to a 
holy life; so it is implied in the 
other passage recited, that the 
Christians at Rome were to rise 
from the dead by the same pow- 
er, for it is said in respect to them, 
that like as Christ was raised up 


for all: 
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from the dead by the power of 
the Father, even so they also 
should walk in newness of life. 

3. As the apostle was pressing 
forward toward perfection in ho- 
liness, as if that state were attain- 
abie in this life; so the Christians 
at Rome are exhorted to yield 
themselves unto God as those that 
are alive from the dead, i. e. to 
advance onward toa state of per- 
fect holiness, as if that state were 
attainable in the present life. 

One other passage | may just 
advert to, which wil! cast light 
upon our text. Paul says to the 
Ephesians, “ you hath he quick- 
ened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins.” Here it is certain that 
the idea of resurrection stands for 
that of spiritual life. 

So do I feel constrained to ex- 
plain our text. = [t isa moral re- 
surrection after which the apostle 
is striving, and unto which he 
hopes to attain. 

It is plainly a resurrection at- 
tainable in the present life; and 
therefore neither the general 
resurrection of all, nor the par- 
ticular resurrection of the saints, 
to which the apostle alludes. 

J.M. 


—— 


For the Christian Magazine. 

MR. BALFOUR’S OPINION OF THE 
DEVIL, CARRIED OUT. 

Messrs. Editors, 
Mr. Batrour, having shown at 
length, what is, and what is not 
meant by the term Satan, pro- 
ceeds, Sec. vi. p. 116, to give 
his * opinion”? respecting * the 
original term Diabolos, or devil.” 
Atter quoting himself and Doctor 
Campbell on several passages, 
and taking notice of various pas- 
sages where the term devil is 
used figuratively, he goes on to 
cite John, xiii. 2. * And supper 


being ended, (the devil having 
now put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon’s son to betray 
him.) Here Mr. B. again refers 
us to himself, on a parallel pas- 
sage, and of course, we refer him 
to ourselves, on the same, in our 
last number. In this passage our 
readers will doubtless recollect, 
that Mr. B.’s devil is not only ex- 
tremely metaphysical, but one 
devil enters into Judas to execute 
another devil. (See Magazine for 
Sept. pp. 171, 172.) ‘The next 
passage worthy of notice, where 
the term devil is used literally, 
is, 1 Peter, v. 8,9. * Be sober, be 
vigilant, because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, waik- 
eth about, seeking whom he may 
devour: whom resist steadfast in 
the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in 
your brethren that are in the 
world.”” Here Mr. B. says, p. 120, 
‘“‘[t is confidently believed by 
many good people, that this devil 
who walketh about like a roaring 
lion, is a fallen angel or ma- 
lignant spirit. But | ask, how 
is such a belief to be reconciled 
with his having his abode in bell, 
with some in the air, and others, 
his tempting men in all parts of 
the earth at the same time ? Such 
a belief is contrary to all facts 
and experience. Did ever any 
person see the devil in the shape 
of a lion, hear him roar, or is an 
instance on record in the history 
of mankind of one being devoured 
by bim? Such idle, childish sto- 
ties have been told of the devil, 
but what man in our day gives 
the least credit to them?’ After 
this taunt, and a long and labor- 
ed criticism, Mr. B. comes to the 
conclusion, that devil here means 
the persecuting Jews. The pas- 
sage therefore, according to Mr. 
B. ouzht to stand thus: * Be so- 
ber, be vigilant, because your 
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adversary, ‘the persecuting 
Jews,” as a roaring lion waiketh 
about, seeking whom he may de- 
vour.’ * But Ll ask, how is such 
a belief to be reconciled” ¢ with 
the Jews having their abode at 
Jerusalem, with some, that the 
devil is “the principle of evil 
personified,” and even with Mr. 
Bb. himselt, that the dev: was 
Judus’s * fixed determination wn- 
mediately to execute his pur- 
ose??? & Such a belief is contra- 
ry to all facts and experience.” 
¢ Did ever any persen see either 


of these devils “in the shape of 


a lien, hear him roar, or is an in- 


stance on record in the history of 


mankind of one being devour- 
ed by him?” & Such idle and 
childish stories” are repeatedly 
told by Mr. b. and by other Uni- 
tarian, Universalist and_ infidel 
writers ;* but what man, who be- 
lieves the Bible, “gives the least 
credit to them?” 

John, viii. 44. ** Ye are of your 


father the devil, and the lusts of 


your father ye will do: he wasa 
murderer from the begianing, and 
abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him: when 


he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 


his own: for he is a liar and the 
father of it.” On this passage, 
after quoting and misapp!ying 
Rev. Prot. Stuart, (who, by tine 
way, proves nothing to Mr. B.’s 
purpose,) Mr. B. finally concludes, 
that devil, here referred to, 
means *“ lust.’ So we have it: 
‘Ye are of your father the lust, 
and the lusts of the lust ye will 
do: lust was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth, because there isno truth 
in him. When lust speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
lust is a liar and the father of it.’ 

* See “ Volney’s Ruins,” Sermons by 
Rev. Henry Ware, Jr. Kneeland, and other 
writers of the same cast. 
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We may remark here, however, 
that our Saviour is addressing 
those very “ persecuting Jews,” 
whom Mr. B. in other places, calls 
the devil and satan. Now as 
these Jews were of their father 
the “lust,” it seems that one 
devil begot another devil, who 
went about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he might devour. 
We may be assured, therefore, 
that Mr. B. not only teaches the 
true “doctrine of devils,” but 
gives us the history of the whole 
progeny in chronological order. 
But in order to enjoy a little 
more light on this subject, we 
will endeavor once more to open 
our understandings to Mr. B.’s 
metaphysics. It is evident that the 
Jews must have lusted, betore their 
lusts could have had any influ- 
ence. This appears from Mr. 
B..3s own declarations. For, in 
order to illustrate his comment 
upon this passage, he proceeds 
to quote our Saviour’s address to 
the Jews, “ Ye do the deeds of 
your father.” ‘ What father?” 
asks Mr. B. ** What they had 
seen or learned from their own 
evil lusts or passions.” p. 132. 
According to this, the Jews must 
have begotten their lusts, and 
their lusts must have begotten 
the Jews. So we may read: 
‘ Ye are of your father your lusts, 
and the lusts of your lusts ye will 
do: your lusts was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in your Iusts. When 
your lusts speaketh a lie, he speak- 
eth of his own: for your lusts zs 
a liar and the father of it.” Sure- 
ly Solomon did not live in our day. 
He declared, that “there is no 
new thing under the sun.” But 
if his happy lot had been cast in 
these days of * interpretation,” 
he might learn from Mr. B. that 
the parents begot the children. 
46 
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and the children begot the pa- 
rents. 

{ John, iii 8,9, 10.  Hethat 
committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this cause the 
Son of God was manifested, that 


he might destroy the works of 
the devil. Whosoever is born of 


God doth not commit sin; for his 
seed remaineth in him; and he 


cannot sin, because he is born of 


God. In this the children of God 


are manifest and the children of 


the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neith- 
er he that loveth not his brother.” 
Here Mr. B. says, p. 154, * This, 
and the preceding passage, were 
written by the same person. The 
language and sentiment are both 
similar, and the quotations and 
remarks made, are applicable to 
botin.”? Solet us read: ¢ He that 
committeth sin is of the lust; for 
the lust sinneth from the begin- 
ning. For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the 
lust. Whosoever is born of God 
doth not commit sin; for his seed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. 
In this the children of God are 
manifest, and the children of the 
lust.’ 

Hebrews, ii. 14, 15. * Foras- 
much then as the children are 
partakers of tlesh and blood, he 


also himself likewise took part of 


the same ; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the 
power of death, tliat is, the devil ; 
and deliver them, who, through 
fear of death, were all their life- 
time subject to bondage.” In 
commenting on this passage, Mr. 
B. in one place, makes the term 
devil mean the luw ; in another, 
the law and sin; and in the third, 
the law, stn and lust. pp. 137— 
140. We have, therefore, ac- 


cording to Mr. B. these three dit- 
ferent readings ; and which is the 
most agreeable to commen sense, 
let common sense judge. ‘¢ For- 
asmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the law.’ 
—‘ Forasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, 
that is, * the law and sin..’—* For- 
samuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of 
the same ; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is the law, 
sin and lust... Mr. B. it seems, 
being a Universalist, is determined 
that Christ shall destroy the law ; 
although Christ expressly de- 
clares, **1] came not to destroy 
the law or the prophets.” 

Acts, xiii. 10. O tull of all 
subtilty, and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, thou enemy of 
all righteousness; will thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” In this passage 
Mr. B. makes “child of the 
devil,” mean ‘slanderous per- 
son.’ p. 140. Paul should have 
said, therefore, ¢ O full of all sub- 
tilty and all mischiet, thou * slan- 
derous person,” thou enemy of 
all righteousness ; wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” Had Mr. B. been 
scribe to the apostle Paul, instead 
of the beloved physician,” the 
Christian world would not so long 
have labored under such asad mis- 
take, as to suppose that there is 
realiy such a betng as “the old 
serpent, who is the devil and 
Satan; and the “doctrine of 
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devils” would have been clearly 
taught eighteen hundred years 
ago. 

Matt. xiii. 39. “The enemy 
that sowed them is the devil, the 
harvest is the end of the world; 
and the reapers are the angels.” 
Here Mr. b. says, p. 141, “ what 
then is meant by the devil that 
sowed the tares? In the Second 
Inguiry we have shown, that the 
tares were the unbelieving Jews, 
Who at the end ot the world or age 
were destroyed. Well, what devil 
soved them? The same devil or 
Saian that put it into the heart of 
Judas to betray Christ.” But Mr. 
B. told us, p. 105, that the devil 
or satan which put itinto the heart 
of Judas to betray Christ, was, 
‘his fixed determination immedi- 
ately to execute his purpose.” The 
whoie passage, then, to obtain the 
true * sense,’ must stand thus: 
‘'I’he tieldis the world : the good 
seed are the children of the king- 
dom; but the tares are “the un- 
believing Jews ;” the enemy that 
sowed them, “the unbelieving 
Jews,” is Judas’ * fixed determina- 
tion ammediately to execute his pur- 
pose.” Mr. B. however adds, in 
contradiction to what he had just 
stated, that “+ no other devil was 


required to produce a crop of 


tares or wicked men, but the evil 
principles of their own hearts, for 
they were of their father the 
devil, and the lusts of their father 
they did.” To quote him fairly, 
therefore, we have another ren- 
dering. ‘The field is the world; 


the good seed are the children of 


the kingdom; but the tares are 
the unbelieving Jews; the enemy 
that sowed “the unbelieving 
Jews” is “the evil principles of 
their own hearts.” Thus Mr. B. 


renders the exposition of our Sa- 
viour, and lets in “a flood of 
light.” For he continues to teach 
us, that the ‘Jews were of their 
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father the lust, and the lusts of 
their lust they would do.’ 

Matt. xxv. 41. ** Then shall he 
say also unto them on the left 
hand, depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels.”’ In this 
passage, pp. 141, 142, Mr. B. 
thinks that devil means ‘the 
unbelieving, persecuting Jews.” 
(Doubtless they were those devils 
who were of their father the lust.) 
The verse then should stand thus: 
¢ Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for “the unbelieving, 
persecuting Jews” and his angels.’ 

In the remaining passages ex- 
pounded in this section, Mr. B. 
makes no advances, but merely 
repeats, in substance, what he has 
said betore ; except in one or two 
instances, where he sets aside the 
Scripture account altogether, and 
follows the track of Mr. Volney, 


and other infidel writers, who 
seem best to furnish him with 
matter and argument. It is un- 


necessary therefore to follow him 
any farther in his interpretations, 
unti! we come to consider his ex- 
position of those passages, where 
the terms devil and satan are used 
synonymously. ‘This, by leave of 
Providence, we shall do ina fu- 
ture number. In the mean time 
we need not marvel that Mr. B. 
has been somewhat given to 
change, since he has been so much 
harassed with * lust,” the “ love 
ofmoney,”’ “fixed determinations” 
to bring himself before the pub- 
lick, and many other devils of 
which we cannot now speak par- 
ticularly. We confess, however, 
that it is not a little surprising, 
how Mr. B. should be able to 
make such a display of profound 
erudition in the oriental lan- 
guages, while the translators of 
our English version were such 
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mere blockheads and gross pe- 
dants. But such things have hap- 
pened before ; and even a peda- 
gogue would stand pre-eminently 
learned, in the midst of gaping 
rusticks, while 

‘still they gazed, and still the wonder grew, 
That one small head could carry all he knew.” 

MATHETES. 


 — 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE PILGRIMS PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY.—BY BUNYANUS. 
CHAPTER XXI. 

By this time the day was far 
spent, and the travellers began 
to wish for a place of entertain- 
ment, where they might obtain a 
lodging for the night, and such 
refreshments as they needed after 
the fatigues of theday ; and lifting 
up their eyes they saw, at a little 
distance before them, a house 
which they imagined to be the 
same which was kept by Gaius, 
when Christiana and her company 
passed this way, and which had 
long been 2 noted place for the en- 
tertainment of pilgrims. As they 
drew nearer, they were confirm- 
ed in their opinion by seeing what 
appeared to be an ancient edilice, 
though many parts of it seemed 
to have been newly repaired, and 
there were additions to it in nore 
modern style for the accommoda- 
tion of the numerous customers 
who appeared to resort thither. 
As they approached, the master 
of the house came out to meet 
them, and very courteously invit- 
ed them to walk in, saying, the 
good of the house is before you. 
Thoughtful and Ardent, remem- 
bering how they had been deceived 
at the pretended house Beautiful, 
paused at the door to make some 
iuquiries ; but the rest of the com- 
pany entered without hesitation. 
Then said the Master of the 
house, 


Walk in, friends, walk in; why 
do you hesitate ? 

Th. We wish to know who 
keeps this house, and to be assur- 
ed that itis one which was erect- 
ed by the Lord of the way tor the 
accommodation of pilgrims. ‘Ve 
had supposed that it was the same 
house which was formerly kept 
by Gaius; but many things about 
it seem to have a new appear- 
ance. 

Master. It is the same house, 
only repaired and enlarged for 
the better accommodation of the 
greater number of travellers in 
our happy times. My name is 
Liberal. lam a lineal descendant 
of Gaius, “the host of the 
church.”” | commend your cau- 
tion, and to give you evidence of 
the truth of what I say, | wiil pro- 
duce the records of the house, by 
which you will see that it is the 
same. 

So saying he stepped in and 
brought out to them the records 
of the house, a venerable looking 
volume, and showed them the 
original charter, sealed with the 
King’s seal, together wiih, the 
rules and regulations of the house, 
and turned to the record which 
was made of the worthy pilgrims 
who had formerly been enter- 
tained there. Having seen these 
things, the pilgrims had no longer 
any doubts that this was, indeed, 
the same house which Gaius had 
formerly kept. So, being weary 
with their journey, they entered, 
Without further inquiry, and were 
shown into the room where their 
fellow travellers were already 
seated. ‘Then the master of the 
house, having ordered retresh- 
ments to be provided, sat down 
with his guests, and they entered 
into the following discourse : 

Liberal. 1am very happy to see 
you here; and it is not the least 
among the gratifying circum- 























stances to see you travelling to- 
gether, as true pilgrims ought to 
do. I perceive, indeed, by your 
garments being not all made in 
the same fashion, that you are 
not all called by the same -name. 
And the time has been, when 
probably you would have sought 
different houses of entertainment, 
and when perhaps some of you 
would not readily have been re- 
ceived at this house. But | re- 
joice that we live ina more liberal 
age, when true pilgrims of every 
name can meet together in the 
same house, and sit down at the 
same table, without any of those 
jeaious feelings which formerty 
served to keep them asunder. 

Feel-well. lt is very gratifying to 
me to see union among brethren. 
We are, indeed, called by differ- 
ent names, and we differ in our 
views about many things of minor 
importance; but there is not one 
of the company but what I em- 
brace as a true brother pilgrim. 

Love-self. These are my senti- 
ments too; and | rejoice to find a 
house of entertainment where the 
same principles are avowed. 

No-law. lagree with my breth- 
ren who have spoken. We have 
found such houses before ; but we 
have not before had the pleasure 
of being all together ai the same 
house. 

Th. 1 must confess that I am 
not prepared to express full con- 
fidence in every man that 1 see 
with a pilgrim’s coat on; nor to 
account those points on which we 
differ, as points of minor impor- 
tance. But having seen the char- 
ter and rules of this house, and 
cordially approving of them, | 
have come to seek for entertain- 
ment where my ancestors have 
found it betore me. 

Ard. I love to see brotherly 
love and union among true pil- 
grims. ‘Those who love the Lord 
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of the way, ought to love one 
another. But | suppose this does 
not oblige us to acknowledge as 
his true triends those whom he 
refuses to acknowledge. 

Lib. That is true. But there 
is certainly something very plea- 
sant in thinking of others as favor- 
ably as we can. And tor my part, 
1 am not disposed to be very par- 
ticular with respect to those ! en- 
tertain. If a stranger comes to 
my house, and calls himself a pil- 
grim, | am unwilling to be suspi- 
cious of him, and by a severe 
scrutiny to give him reason to be- 
lieve that lam disposed to think 
every man an impostor. I am 
rather disposed to treat every man 
as it | thought him honest, till he 
proves himself otherwise. 

F. w. Amen. That is what 1 
like. 

Th. I do not perceive that you 
make any inquiries, or take any 
pains to ascertain the character 
of those who come. You invited 
us all at first sight, without even 
inquiriug whether we had letters 
of introduction trom any proper 
source. 

Jib. You come in the character 
of pilgrims, and | know of no rea- 
son to doubt but that you are what 
you profess. You come only to 
be entertained for a night, ready 
to depart on the morrow. Had 
you come to offer yourselves for 
admittance into the family, to be- 
come stated residents among us, 
the case would be different. 1 
should then look at your letters of 
introduction, with which I doubt 
not you are all furnished. 

Th. You hinted that formerly it 
would have been matter of doubt 
whether we should all have been 
received at this house, even for 
occasional entertainment. On 
what account was it? 

Lib. Formerly pilgrims of dif- 
ferent denominations had not such 
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liberal feelings towards each 
other as they have now; and a 
greater degree of agreement in 
their views, both of doctrines and 
duties, was thought necessary, in 
order to their coming into the 
same house, and sitting down at 
the same table. The followers 
of Jobn the Itinerant and the fol- 
lowers of John of Geneva could 
by no means consent to walk 
together. But I rejoice that such 
narrow prejudices are giving way. 

Th. Would both be admitted 
together as members of your 
family, if they were disposed ? 

Lib. Certainly. Ushould think 
it inconsistent to admit any as oc- 
casional guests that we should be 
unwilling to admit as permanent 
members of the house, if they 
were disposed. 

Th. But, do you suppose the 
followers of John the Itinerant 
would consent to the charter and 
rules of this house, which you 
showed me? 

Lib. Probably not, without 
some latitude of interpretation. 
But we do not, any longer, make 


a tull consent to them a term of 


admission. If we obtain satistac- 
tory evidence that they are true 
pilgrims, we do not think it ne- 
cessary to require them fully to 
consent to those rules, in every 
particular. This house is not 
ours, but our Lord’s; and the ta- 
ble we spread is not our table, but 
his. And we should think we did 
wrong to hinder any from coming 
to it whom he receives. 

Th. You appear to take it for 
granted that he does receive 
those who do not consent to the 
rules which be has established ; 
which ought not to be taken for 
granted, without proof. The 
fact, that it is the Lord’s table 
and not ours, would lead me to a 
conciusion the reverse of that 
which you appear to draw. It it 


were ours, we might admit whom 
we pleased. But as it is his, we 
have no right to admit any but 
such as he directs us to admit. 
He has informed us that he has 
provided it for his friends; and 
he has given us mars by which 
we are to try the pretensions of 
those who claim to be such. We 
are not at liberty, therefore, to 
admit any to his table, but those 
who give us credible evidence 
that they are his friends. You 
seem, however, to ask for no 
evidence at all, unless the mere 
circumstance of our appearing 
in the pilgrim’s dress is evi- 
dence. But it is plain that this is 
no evidence whatever; for we 
are required to beware of wolves 
in sheep’s clothing, and are dis- 
tinctly forewarned that in these 
days there will be many deceiv- 
ers. And among the marks he 
has given us, by which to detect 
such, none is more clear than 
their disposition to receive or re- 


ject his instructions. It is writ- 


ten, “+ He that is of God, heareth 
God’s words; ye, therefore, hear 
them not, because ye are not of 
God.”” Also, “If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God 
speed; tor he that biddeth him 
God speed, is partaker of his evil 
deeds.” 

Lib. We consider that the cor- 
dial reception of any one truth is 
evidence of friendship to our 
Lord. And we practice upon 
the command of the apostle, 
‘‘ him that is weak in the faith, 
receive ye: but not to doubtful 
disputations.” 

Th. | believe also that the cor- 
dial reception of any one truth of 
the gospel, when fully under- 
stood, is evidence of friendship to 
our Lord ; because it is connected 
with the cordial reception of 





























every other truth as soon as it is 
clearly seen. The same heart 
that approves of one will approve 
of ail. And the converse ot this, 
I also believe, that the under- 
standing and cordial rejection of 
any one truth, is evidence of the 
want of friendship to him. But I 
had not thought there was any 
thing embraced in the charter 
and rules of this house which you 
would consider matters of doubt- 
ful disputation, or which can be 
regarded otherwise than as funda- 
mental parts of the system of di- 
vine truth. If they are truths, 
they must be fundamental truths ; 
and if they are not truths, but er- 
rors, they must be fundamental 
errors. If any thing can be funda- 
mental in the system of divine 
truth, it appears to me that those 
things which enter into the na- 
ture of christian experience must 
be so. But upon all those things, 
the followers of John the Itine- 
rant differ from me totally, and 
from the articles of this house. 
That which I believe to be true 
religion, they reject, as not en- 
tering at all into its nature; and 
that which they believe to be 
true religion, | reject as not en- 
tering at all into its nature. One 
or the other of us must be ina 
fundamental error. 

Lib. 1 do not wish to condemn 
either of you. | hope you are 
both right in all that is essential. 
And 1 do not consider so many 
things essential, as you appear to 
do. Itisimpossible to make men 
agree in every thing, and if we 
should confine ourselves rigidly 
to our articles, and receive none 
but such as embraced them, in 
the same sense, we should have 
but a very small family. 

wh. 1 had supposed it were 
better to have a few that were 
agreed, than to have many who 
were not agreed. It is written, 
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‘How can two walk together, 
except they be agreed ?” 

Lib. True ; but we find no dif- 
ficulty. We agree to differ. Those 
points on which pilgrims differ, 
we agree to let alone. And so, 
we are entirely harmonious, and 
have a very full house, which 
we could not have on any other 
principles. 

Th. lt is enjoined upon pilgrims 
to “contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once delivered to 
the saints,”’ and which is contain- 
ed in the articles of this house. 
How is it consistent with that 
command, to agree to let alone 
all those points upon which pro- 
fessed pilgrims differ ? 

Lib. Disputes and contentions 
are what we are not fond of; and 
we think the circumstances of the 
times are such, that it is not our 
duty to contend for every par- 
ticular. The pilgrim world are 
now engaging in great enterpri- 
zes for adv: ancing the kingdom of 
their Lord; and as many hands 
must be called to the work, we 
feel it of great importance to 
cultivate a spirit of harmony and 
good feeling among all denomina- 
tions, that this great and good 
work may not be hindered. 

Th. Vhose enterprizes have 
for their professed object the 
spread of the gospel. Now, it is 
the gospel itself which is sent 
forth, or it is something else un- 
der that name. If it is something 
else under the name of the gos- 
pel, that is sent forth, how can it 
be desirable that great numbers 
should unite in sending forth that 
which is not the gospel, but a 

system of error? If it is the gos- 
pel itself, that is sent forth, how 
can it be expected that those who 
neither believe nor love the gos- 
pel, will give their aid in spread- 
ing it? Surely, those, and those 
only, who believe and love the 
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gospel, can be depended upon for 
their cordial and permanent aid 
in spreading it abroad. And if 
so, the way to provide perma- 
neat friends to the work is not by 
being silent about it at home, and 
quietly suflering error to creep 
in and occupy its place, as it will, 
if it is let alone. On the contra- 
ry, people must be instructed, 
and taught to understand, to be- 
lieve, and love the gospel; and 
then they can be depended upon, 
as permanent friends to the work. 
Besides, it is weil known that 
other denominations have their 
own ii stitutions for the propaga- 
tion of their own principles ; and 
it cannot be expected that they 
will renounce them, to unite with 
us in spreading principies which 
they do not believe. 

Lib. Your observations suggest 
another reason why a more libe- 
ral policy should be pursued at 
this day. ‘Those who are so 
rigid in their attachment to the 
principles which our articles con- 
tain, as to be always insisting 
upon them, are perpetually giving 
offence by so doing; and instead 
of alluring men to unite with us, 
and thus strengthening our body, 
they drive them off, and are the 


means of adding to the numbers of 


those who do not think as we do. 
Should we all do so, our numbers 
would be greatly reduced, and we 
should not have it in our power 
to undertake anv great things. 

Th. If we must give up, or let 
alone all those points in which 
we differ from other denomina- 
tions, in order to have great num- 
bers with us, I see not why we 
may not as well give up our dis- 
tinct organization at once, and 
connect ourselves with some other 
denomination. This would dimin- 
ish the number of divisions, and 
increase the numbers of those 
to whom we should belong. 








Lib. Perhaps the day is not far 
distant when something of that 
kind will be done ; not, perhaps, 
in the way you suggest, by our 
going over entirely to any other 
existing denomination, but by their 
coming over to us. When we 
shall have all yielded those points 
which they are disposed to object 
against, so far as to be silent about 
them, it will be but reasonable 
that they should yield something 
to us. And it will be more hon- 
orabie to our denomination, nume- 
rous and respectable as it is, to 
retain its name, and have others 
assume it, when we ask them to 
change nothing else. but if they 
manifest any reluctance to that, 
| should be willing to have each 
give up its old name, and agree 
on anew one, under which we 
could all unite. And indeed, | am 
sick of all sectarian distinctions 
and names, and should be glid to 
have the time arrive when they 
should be all laid aside, and all 
pilgrims be united under one gen- 
eral and appropriate name, which 
should never be the badge of any 
party. And I rejoice that that 
day is fast approaching. 

Th.. 1 think Ido also ardently 
desire the time when there shal} 
be no more sectarian distinctions 
nor party names, but when all 
professed friends to the Lord of 
the way shall be cordially united 
together upon a_ basis which the 
Lord himself shall approve. But 
this never can be done by reject- 
ing, or treating with indifference, 
any thing which he requires us 
to believe and love, any thing for 
which he commands us earnestly 
to contend. Disobedience to his 
commands is not the way to meet 
his approbation. And doubtless, 
it is as true that he requires us to 
believe what he says, as it is that 
he requires us to do any thing 
else that he commands. When 
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ail shall believe whatever the 
scriptures teach, and love those 
truths with the whole heart, they 
will be united together upon a 
basis which will render their 
union permanent and stable. Such 
is the time foretold, when * the 
watchmen shall see eye to eye, 
and lift up the voice together.” 
But all those unions which are 
formed by giving up the truth, 
or any part of it, in order to har- 
monize with error, are of a differ- 
ent nature, and cannot long con- 
tinue. ‘They are nothing but 
unions in disobedience ; and though 
they may seem to prosper for a 
time, while error and wickedness 
have their day of triumph, | re- 
joice that the day is coming, when 
it shall be fully understood, that, 
** though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be unpunished.” 
And I think that if we wish to se- 
cure the approbation of our Lord, 
we ought to keep ourselves clear 
from all entangling and ensparir 
alliances with his enemies. 

Lib. | have no doubt that you 
mean well; but | am sorry to find 
you entertaining opinions so little 
suited to this era of good feelings. 
Your notions are a century too 
late. But! hope you will learn 
better as you proceed on your 
journey, and hear and see more 
of the great and glorious things 
which are doing in this wonder- 
ful age. 

F. w. | hope so too; for, to 
speak my _ feelings, brother 
Thoughtful’s rigid and bigoted 
notions make him rather an un- 
comfortable companion. 

Love-s. Yes; he is not content 
with the liberty of indulging his 
peculiarities, and talking in de- 
fence of them; but he attaches 
so much importance to them, that 
he seems to condemn every body 
Were it not for this, I 
should be willing to hear him 


or 
IS 


else. 
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advocate his notions sometimes; 
as he seems to do it so honestly; 
though I do not believe them, and 
in truth am not much edified with 
his conversation. 

No-l. Lam often amused with 
his metaphysics, which serve to 
beguile the tediousness of the 
way. But 1 am now rather im- 
patient to have supper, and re- 
tire to rest; for 1 am quite tired 
with our long day’s walk. 

Lib. Supper must be nearly 
ready. 1 will go out and hasten 
it. 

So the master of the house 
went out to expedite the supper; 
and Thoughtful and Ardent with- 
drew into a corner by themselves, 
and had a little conversation, as 
follows : 

JIrd. What do you think, broth- 
er, of this house? Is it right for 
us to stay here, and partake of 
the entertainment which may be 
afforded ? 

Th. | think the master of the 
house talks strangely, for a good 
man, and a true friend to the Lord 
of the way. But we have seen 
the charter of the house, and its 
rules and regulations, which we 
cordially approve. We have evi- 
dence that it is a house which 
was erected by the Lord of the 
way for the entertainment of pil- 
grims. And since we are here, I 
do not yet see it to be duty to 
withdraw from it in a hasty or ir- 
regular manner. It appears to be 
the table of our master which is 
spread for us; and if it is not 
served as we could wish it to be, 
nor filled with such guests as we 
think suitable, since these things 
have not taken place through 
our agency, nor by our consent, 
| believe it is our duty to remain 
for this time. A rash and hasty 
withdrawal from a table which 
our Lord has spread, and from a 
house which he has erected for 
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the accommodation of his friends, 
because of apprehended unwor- 
thiness in others, would not, 1 
think, be justifiable. The effi- 
cacy of an ordinance does not de- 
pend upon the temper of mind of 
him who administers, but of him 
who receives it. And we may 
nave communion with our Lord. 
if we have not with those who sit 
down with us at his table 

So the supper was brought in, 
and the guests sat down at his 
table. And while the master of 
the house was helping the guests, 
he spoke of the great love of the 
Lord of the way in making such 
provision for the entertainment 
of pilgrims, and of his great kind 
ness to them in particular in bring 
ing them thus far on their journey 
insafety. He enlarged also upon 
the glorious prospects belore 
them, when they should reach 
the celestial city, and obtain the 
unfading crown which was the 
prize for which they ran. He 
dwelt much on the pleasures of 
love and union among pilgrims, 
and exhorted them to hold on as 
they had begun. Thoughtful and 
Ardent sat silent, apparently 
absorbed in deep and solemn 
thought. The eyes of Feel-well 
sparkled with pleasure, while fol- 
lowing the speaker through his 
various topics of discourse ; and 
now and then an expression of 
approbation and delight escaped 
his lips. Love-self seemed to en- 
joy himself very well; but No- 
law sat and partook of the supper 
with as little apparent emotion as 
of any ordinary meal. After sup- 
per it was proposed to sing’ 
a hymn; and Feel-well desired to 
have the one which he had heard 
with much delight at the new 
house Beautiful, to wit: 
‘ Father of all, in every age, 

In every clime ador’d, 

By saint, by savage, and by sage 


Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.” &c 








The master of the house, how- 
ever, preferred the following, as 
better adapted to the occasion. 
How happy is the day, 
Our eyes are blest to see 
When those of every name can meet 
In sweetest harmony. 
Let p irty names, io more 
The pugrim world divide ; 
But all with kindred feelings join’d 


[In union still abide 


Let ardeut faith, revive 
Jur courage by the way 
And each in expectation live 
Of an eternal day 


Thus while we march along 
Through this dark vale of tears 

The hope of an unfading crown, 
Shall chase away our fears.” 


BunyANus 
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For the Christian Magazine 
SELF-EXAMINATION, 
Messrs. Editors, 
Witt you permit me to make a 
few remarks, in your paper, on 
the business of self-examination ? 
The importance of the duty is 
generally acknowledged. It is 
certainly acknowledged by one 
who feels himself to be immortal. 
and that he is now on trial for an 
immorta! existence. If the sub- 


ject of immortal existence comes 


home to any mind, that mind 
cannot remain indifierent to its 
prospects for eternity. And if 
the thought also crosses his mind 
that he may be called at any mo- 
ment from this world, and have 
his condition unchangeably fixed 
in one of inconceivable glory and 
blessedness, or in one of unuttera 
ble wo, he will not remain indif- 
ferent. ‘To his mind, the subject 
assumes a real importance. He 
will be anxious and diligent to 
learn the general character of 
that kingdom to which saints are 
ravelling, and where all is peace 
and joy. This he may find de 
lineated with fulness and truth on 




















the pages of his Bible. He 
wishes also to ascertain the char- 
acter of those who are heirs of 
this kingdom. This too he may 
find fully and accurately drawn 
on the pages of his Bible. ‘Then 
in order to come to a irue result 
in the business of self-examina- 
tion,—to a result that will not 
disappoint when the secrets of 
the heart shall be made known, 
itis important to keep close to 
the guidance of revealed truth; 
and while he reads that, ¢ without 
holiness no man shall see the 
Lord,’ he may read, ‘ he that be- 
lieveth in the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall be saved.” He that 
joices in the character of God, 
and loves to do his will, is passed 
from death unto life, and will not 
be brought into condemnation. 
Christians must have a particular 
object to which they aim in their 
self-examination. (Isay Christians, 
because the careless sinner him- 
self, as well as others, may know 
that he is an enemy to God, and 
if he will remain an enemy to 
God he must answer it.) The 
general object is self-knowledge. 
But, as many, who are proiessors, 
are frequently doubting whether 
they are Christians, and are fear- 
ful they have done wrong in ma- 
king a profession; and as others 
who are not professors, are anx- 
ious to determine the question 
more satisfactorily to themselves 
whether they are Christians and 
have a right publicly to enrol 
themselves among those who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ; I shall 
suppose the object of examina- 
tion is simply to determine this 
point, * Am la Christian?” ¢ Can 


re- 


I indulge that hope which bears 
up its possessor amid the trials 
of this life. 

You may examine yourself by 
the spirit and temper of your 
prayers 


What! Do you not 
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pray? What is the reason? Is 
it because you have no time? Is 
it because you love the world 
more than you love’ prayer? 
Then be assured there is evidence 
of fearful strength against you 
You cannot serve God and mam- 
mon. Ifyou love the world so 
that you cannot pray, so that ha- 
bitually you cannot delight in 
prayer, the love of God is not in 
you. 

If you do pray, can you not 
know when your prayers go forth 
of feigned lips? Cannot you tell 
whether you love to pray ? Why 
in the stillness of the evenings of 
the past week did you pray? 
You have knowledge from almost 
every day’s occurrence to help 
you to decide this question. If 
any thing important and attainable 
becomes the object of your sincere 
and strong desire, are not your 
efforts to obtain it sincere and 
zealous? All who see your con- 
duct will say that you are sincere 
and honest in the pursuit of that 
object. And you are conscious to 
yourself of desiring that object, 
and your efforts are evidence that 
your desire is sincere and honest. 
In this case cannot you say at 
once whether the whole is sin- 
cere or whether it is all feigned. 
So in the prayers that have as- 
cended in the stillness of the ev- 
ening, or the morning, and at 
other times, are you conscious 
they were sincere, that the hon- 
est desires of your soul were 
breathed forth--that they were 
the affectionate longings of that 
filial spirit which cries Abba, 
Father? Were they the prayers of 
the Pharisee? or were they the 
offerings of the lips while the 
heart was cold and still? God 
knows what the character of them 
was; and you are doubtless con- 
scious of what it was. ‘Then in 
the spirit and temper of your 
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prayers, you have in your own 
consciousness strong evidence 
whether you love God or not; 
whether sin is a burden to you 
and you wish to be delivered 
from it, whether you wish to be 
changed into the image of Christ, 
or are willing to remain in sin 
and be satisfied with earth. But 
if you say the heartis deceitful and 
you are therefore unwilling to be 
Satisfied with the evidence from 
consciousness, you have additional 
evidence. The testimony of your 
conduct, of the influence of your 
prayers on your life, may be 
brought in and settle the question. 
I suppose you delight in prayer, at 
least at times. What then is the 
course of your life? He that 
loveth God keepeth his command- 
ments, and with pleasure too, for 
his commandments are not griey- 
ous to his children. That they are 
dull to learn his will—that they 
possess an evil heart which in- 
clines them to the world—-that 
they do transgress in thought, 
word, and deed, is the cause of 
repentance. David sinned, 
Peter; and they were grieved 
that they had offended God—-they 
turned to him with the broken- 
ness of a filial heart—found his 
forgiveness,and were more watch- 
ful in future. 


and 


Is such your Case : 

Some in attempting to examine 
themseives look directly at their 
hearts as they are at the present 
moment without reference to past 
feeling and conduct ; and they 
find nothing upon which they can 
fix the searching eye——all is emp- 
tiness, darkness. They are_bat- 
fled in their attempts, and give 
up the important work. But let 
them look back upon the various 
scenes through which they have 
recently passed, and examine 
what their feelings were, and 
what their conduct, in this and 
the other circumstance, and they 


Arde 1) 


Spurus. 


will find enough on which they 
can fix their attention, to decide 
what their character is. By our 
fruits we may know ourselves. 
He that loveth God keepeth his 
commandments. Have the emo- 
tions of your heart, and has your 

conduct through the day or week, 
been in accordance with the re- 
quis sitions of the gospel? In view 
of promoting the glory ot God, 
how is your heart affected ? al 
in view of present transgression, 
how is it affected? I might pur- 
sue my remarks, but for the pre- 
sent I will stop for you to look 
at the state of your heart. Bles- 
sed are they that know and do 
the will of God. ‘They shall be 
happy in his favour, and in his 


service. S 


TRAFFICK IN ARDENT SPIRITS. 
from Rev. Dr. 
mons on Intemperance. 
Tuar the trafiick in ardent spirits 
is wrong, and should be abandon- 
ed as a great national evil, is evi- 
dent from the following considera- 
tions. 
|. It employs a multitude of 
men, and a vast amount of capital, 
to no useful purpose. The medi- 
cinal use of ardent spirits is allow- 
ed; for this however the apoth- 
ecary can furnish an adequate sup- 
ply : but considered as an article 
of commerce, for ordinary use, it 
adds nothing to animal or social 
enjoyment, to muscular power, to 
intellectual or moral feel- 
ing. It indeed, produce 
paroxisms of muscular effort, of 
intellectual vigor, and of exhilar- 
ated feeling, but it is done only 
by an improvident draft upon na- 
ture by anticipation, to be punish- 
ed by a languor and debility pro- 
portioned to the excess. No man 
leaves behind him amore valu- 
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vigor. 


does, 








ible product of labor, as the re- 
sult of artificial stimulus, than the 
even industry of unstimulated na- 
ture would have produced; or 
blesses the world with better 
specimens of intellectual power ; 
or instructs it by a better exam- 
ple; or drinks enjoyment from a 
fuller, sweeter cup, than that 
which nature provides. But if 
the premises are just, who can 
resist the conclusion? ‘lo what 
purpose is all this waste? Is it 
not the duty of every man toserve 


his generation in some useful 
employment? Is not idleness a 


sin? But in what respect does 
that occupation differ from idle- 
ness which adds nothiug to nation- 
al prosperity, or to individual or 
social enjoyment? Agriculture, 
commerce, and the arts are indis- 
pensable to the pertection of hu- 
man character, and the formation 
of the happiest state of society, 
and if some evils are inseparable 
from their prosecution, there is a 
vast overbalancing amount of 
good. But where is the good 
produced by the traffick in ardent 
spirits, to balance the enormeus 
evils inseparable from the trade ? 
What drop of good does it pour 
into the ocean of misery which 
it creates’? And is all this ex- 
pense of capital, and time, and 
effort, to be sustained for nothing ? 
Look at the mighty system of use- 
Jess operations—the fleet of ves- 
sels running to and tro—the sooty 
buildings throughout the land, 
darkening the heavens with their 
steam and smoke—the innumera- 
ble company of boats,and waggons 
horses, and men—a more 
cavalry then ever 


and 
numerous 


shook the blood stained plains of 
Europe—a larger convoy than ever 
bore on the waves the baggage 
of an army—and more men than 
were ever devoted at once to the 
work of desolation and blood. 


All 
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these begin, continue, and end 
their days in the production, and 
distribution of a liquid, the entire 
consumption of which is useless. 
Should all the capital thus em- 
ployed, and all the gains acquired 
be melted into one mass and 
thrown into the sea, nothing 
would be subtracted from national 
wealth or enjoyment. Had all 
the men and animals slept the 
whole time, no vacancy of good 
had been occasioned. 

Is this then the manner in 
which rational beings should be 
willing to spend their days—in 
which immortal beings should fill 
up the short period of their pro- 
bation, and make up the account 
to be rendered to God ot the deeds 
done in the body—in which bene- 
volent beings desiring to emulat: 
the goodness of the great God, 
should be satistied to employ thei: 
powers? 

lt is admitted that the 
employs and sustains many fam 
ilies, and that in many instances thie 
profits are appropriated to use- 
ful purposes. But this is no more 
than might have been said of the 
slave trade. The same families 
might be as well sustained in some 
other way, and the same profits 
might be earned and applied to 
useful purposes in some other 
calling. ‘The earth is not so nar- 
row, nor population so dense, nor 
the useful avocations over 
stocked, as that large portions of 
time, and capital, and labor, may 
be devoted to the purpose of sus- 
taining life merely, without refe- 
rence to public utility. 

The merchant who deals 
ardent spirits is himself a loser ; 
for a temperate population con- 
sume more, and pay better, and 
live longer, than the intemperate ; 
and among such a population mer 
chants would do more business 
and secure better profits than 
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when they depend for any part of 
their gains upon the sale of ardent 
What merchant looking 
out for a place where to establish 
himself in trade, would neglect 
the invitation of temperate, thrif- 
ty farmers and mechanics, and 
settle down in a village of riot 
and drunkenness—made up of 
tipplers, widows, and beggared 
children—of old houses, broken 
windows, and dilapidated fences ? 
[ push not this argument re- 
proachiully, but for the purpose 
of awakening conscientious inves- 
tigation. We are a free people. 


eT] “its 
piri ° 


No imperial wkase, or forest of 


bayonets can make us moral and 
industrious, or turn us back if we 
go astray. Our own intelligence 
and moral energy must reclaim 
us, or we shall perish in our sins. 

2. ‘The amount of sufiering and 
mortality inseparable from the 
commerce in ardent spirits, ren- 
ders it an unlawful article of 
trade. 

The wickedness is proverbial 
of those who in ancient days 
caused their children to pass 
through the fire unto Moloch. 
But how many thousands of chil- 
dren are there in our land who 
endure daily privations and sufter- 
ings, which render life a burden, 
and would have made the mo- 
mentary pang of infant sacrifice 
ablessing’? heirs isa lingering, 
living death. ‘There never 
a Moloch to whom were 
molated yearly as many children 

are immolated, or kept in a 
state of constant suffering in this 
and of nominal Christianity. We 
and gongs to 
neither do we 
bring 


Was 
Im- 


drums 


have no 
drown their cries, 
inake 
them all out for one mighty burn- 


convocations, and 


ing. ‘The fires which consume 
them, are slow fires, and they 
blaze balefully in every part ot 
our land; throughout which the 


cries of injured children, and or- 
phans go up to heaven. Could 
all these woes, the product of in- 
temperance, be brought cut into 
one place, and the monster who 
inflicts the sufferings be seen per- 
sonified, the nation would be furi- 
ous with indignation. Humanity, 
conscience, religion, all would 
conspire, to stop a work of such 
malignity 

We are appalled, and shocked, 
at the accounts from the east, of 
widows burnt upon the funeral 
piles of their departed husbands. 
But what if those devotees of su- 
perstiton, the Brahmins, had dis- 
covered a mode of prolonging the 
lives of the victims for years amid 
the flames, and by these protract- 
ed burnings were accustomed to 
torture life away? We might 
almost rouse up a crusade to cross 
the deep, to stop by force such 
inhumanity. But alas! we should 
leave behind us on our own shores, 
more wives in the tire, than we 
should find of widows thus sacri- 
ficed in all the east; a fire too, 
which, besides its action upon the 
body, tortures the soul by lost 
affections, and ruined hopes, and 
prospective wretchedness. 

It is high time to enter upon 
the business of collecting facts on 
this subject. The statistics of in- 
temperance should be published ; 
for no man has comprehended as 
yet the height, and depth, and 
length, and breadth of this migh- 
ty evil. 

We execrate the cruelties of 
the slave trade—the husband torn 
from the bosom of his wife—the 
son from his tather—brothers and 
sisters separated forever—whole 
families in a moment ruined! But 
are there no similar enormities to 
be witnessed in the United States ? 
None indeed perpetrated by the 
bayonet—but many, very many. 
perpetrated by intemperance 
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iuvery year thousands of fam- 
ilies are robbed of fathers, bro- 
thers, husbands, friends. Every 
year widows and orphans are mul- 
tiplied, and grey heirs are brought 
with sorro:y to the grave—-no dis- 
ease makes such inroads upon 
families, blasts so many hopes, 
destroys so many lives, and causes 
sO many mourners to go about 
the streets, because man goeth 
to his long home. 

We have heard of the horrors 
of the middle passage—the trans- 
portation of slaves—-the chains— 
the darkness—the stench—the 


mortality and living madness of 


wo--and it is dreadful. but bring 
together the victims of intempe- 
rance, and crowd them into one 
vast lazar-house, and sights of wo 
quite as appalling would meet 
your eyes. 

Yes, in this nation there isa 
middle passage of slavery, and 
darkness, and chains, and disease, 
and death. But it is a middle 
passage, not from Africa to Ame- 
rica, but from time to eternity, 
and not of slaves whom death will 
release from suilering, but of 
those whose sufferings at death 
do but just begin. Could all the 
sighs of these captives be wafted 
on one breeze, it would be loud 
as thunder. Could all their tears 
be assembled, they would be like 
the sea. 

The health of a nation is a 
matter of vast importance, and 
none may directly and avowedly 
sport withit. The importation and 
dissemination of fevers for filthy 
lucre’s sake, would not be endur- 
ed, and he who should import and 
plant the seed of trees, which, 
like the fabled Upas, poisoned the 
atmosphere, and paved the earth 
around with bones, would meet 
with universal execration. ‘The 
construction of morasses and stag- 


nant lakes, sending out poisonous 


of ri 
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exhalations, and depopulating the 
country around, would soon be 
stopped by the interposition of 
law. And should a foreign army 
land upon our shores, to levy 
such a tax upon us as intempe- 
rance levies, and to threaten our 
liberties as intemperance threat- 
ens them, and to inflict such enor- 
mous sufferings as intemperance 
inflicts, no mortal power could 
resist the swelling tide of indig- 
nation that would overwhelm it. 

It is only in the form of ardent 
spirits in the way of a lawful 
trade extended over the entire 
land, that fevers may be import- 
ed and disseminated—that trees 


of death may be planted—that 
extensive morasses may be open- 
ed, and a moral masa spread 


over the nation—and that an arm- 
ed host may land, to levy upon us 
enormous taxations, to undermine 
our liberties, bind our hands, and 
put our feet in fetters. This 
dreadiul work is going on, and yet 
the nation sleeps. Say not that 
all these evils result from the 
abuse of ardent spirits; for as 
human nature is constituted, the 
abuse is as certain as any of the 
laws of nature. ‘The commerce 
therefore, in ardent spirits, which 
produces no good, and produces 
a certain and an immense amount 
of evil, must be regarded as an 
unlawful commerce, and ought, 
upon every principle of humanity, 
patriotism, and conscience, 
abandoned 


and 
and 
and proscribed. 


religion, to be 


NOTICE OF A LATE PAMPHLET. 
A PAMPHLET was lately handed us, 
containing ** A Sermon by Rev. 
Dr. Emmons. on the Perdition ot 
Judas,”’> and a * Review of the 
same by Rey. David Pickering of 
Providence. R. 1.°’ published, as 








/Votice of a Pampilet. 


it is stated, “ by consent of the 
1uthors.”” We inter from the 
consent of the venerable author 
of the Sermon to its appearing 
before the public in this connex- 
ion, that he considers the ancient 
statute, prohibiting the ox and 
the ass to plough together, as no 
longer of divine authority ;—al- 
though we have no objection to 
its appearing in this way, except 
to the company in which we find 
it. ‘The Sermon is one of distin- 
guished excellence, founded on 
the declaration of the Saviour 
respecting Judas, “It had been 
rood for that man, if he had not 
been born.”” In speaking of Ju- 
das, the writer shows, under sey- 
eral particulars, that “ he was a 
man whom God was pleased to 
treat with distinguishing favour ;” 
that **God used no compulsive 
to lead him into sin’’— 
but “the most powerful means to 
from it; and yet 


measures 


restrain him 
that 
wickedn¢ ss’’°— who sans deserved 
eternal perdition’’—and * is final- 
ly lost.” Tle tarther shows, that 
“God brought Judas into being 
to answer wise and noble designs,” 
and that he ‘+ decreed his lite, 
and death, and final state, before 
he was born.” In his concluding 
reflections, the writer insists, that 
the cause of Judas, ** subverts the 
scheme of universal salvation ;” 
* removes all the objections 
which ever have been ma]>, or 
can be made, against the doctrine 
of divine and 


decrees:” shows 


that “*sin may be the occasion ot 


-but still, ‘* that sin’s 
being the occasion of good, fur- 
nishes no excuse to the sinner’ — 
and **no encouragement to com- 
mit sin.’ ‘he Sermon is written 
vith the author’s usual clearness 
of method, force of reasoning, and 
beautiful simplicity of style. 

ase of Judas is fairly and fi 


eood a7? 


-¢+ Judas was a prodigy of 


stated, and the best use is made 
of it, in removing some of the 
many errors, with which unstable 
souls are beguiled and ruined. 

Thus much for the Sermon; 
but—alas, for poor human nature! 
what shall we say of the Review? 
To give its character would be 
impossible ; for it has none. And 
to trace the steps, by which its 
author arrives at his various con- 
clusions, 


; ; . . “qua signa sequendi 
Falleret indeprensus et irremeabilis error, 


one would need the thread by 
which ‘Theseus guided himseli 
through the inextricable mazes 
of the Cretan labyrinth. 

In this Review, (so called,) Mr 
Pickering sits himself down, with 
no little pomposity, to reiute the 
Sermon of Dr. Emmons; and he 
discourses learnediy about philos- 
ophy and metaphysics ; explains 
Latin and Greek ; expatiates upon 
‘the voluminous piles’ of au- 
thors: not omitting to mention 
some marvellous tacts, respecting 
persons who have died with the 
dysentery—ot which disorder, by 
the way, he doubts not but Judas 
himself died. He dogmatizes and 
censures with the airs of a mas- 
ter, and takes all possible pains 
to make his readers believe that 
he is a very great and learned 
man. And if he had jaid himselt 
out to them, that he 
was a sheer novice, or mere tyro. 
he could not possibly have suc 
ceeded better. He shows him- 
self to be ignorant, not only of 
his subject, and of the most com- 
mon rules of reasoning, but ot 
mother He 
confounds the most obvious dis- 
tinctions; mistakes or perverts 
the plain meaning of words ; gives 
us conclusions without premises, 
and premises without conclusions : 
and halis and blunders in a path, 
where the wayfaring man, though 


convince 


. 2 P 
his own tongue 





Godly Sorrow, and the 


a fool, need not err. And to 
crown all, he is so confident that 
he has refuted the Sermon, that 
he consents to send forth his med- 
ley Review in the same pamphlet 
with it. 

If Mr. Pickering has here given 
us a fair specimen of his talents 
and acquisitions, we have only to 
express our astonishment, that 
any men of common intelligence 
can suffer themselves to be de- 
luded by such means; and our 
still greater astonishment, that 
any considerable number of the 
good people of Providence should 
be induced to patronize him, as 
an editor, and a religious teacher ! 
We are aware, indeed, tiat it 
takes a great many sorts of per- 
sons to make up a world; and 
we infer from the fact, that such 
characters as the author of this 
Review exist, that their existence 
will be over-ruled tor wise and 
good purposes; but it must be 
yet in the inscrutable counsels of 
heaven, what these purposes 
may be. 

We are glad, on the whole, 
that the pamphlet before us has 
been published ; as it has given 
to numbers, who seldom read or 
hear the truth, a very excellent 
Sermon. We pray it may not 
prove to any of them a savor of 
death. 


He that prolongs his meals, and 
sacrifices his time, as well as his 
other conveniences, to his Juxury, 
how quickly does he out-sit his 
pleasure! And then, how is all 
the following time bestowed upon 
ceremony and surfeit; till at 
length, after a long fatigue of 
éating, and drinking, and babbling, 
he concludes the great work of 
dining genteelly, and so makes a 
shift to rise from table, that he 
Vor iV. 
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may lie down upon his bed; 
where after he has slept himself 
into some use of himself, by much 
ado he staggers to his table again, 
and there acts over the same 
brutish scene ; so that he passes 
his whole life in a dozed condition 
between sleeping and waking, 
with a kind of drowsiness upon 
his senses ; which, what pleasure 
it can be, is hard to conceive ; all 
that is of it, dwells upon the tip 
of his tongue, and within the 
compass of his palate: a worthy 
prize for a man to purchase with 
the loss of his time, his reason, 
and himself.— Robert South. 


——— 


Turee times Christ was spoken 
to, while he was here upon earth, 
by voices from heaven, and these 
all three found him praying. See 
Luke iii. 21.—ix. 29. John xii. 
27, 28.—-M. Henry. 


me 


GODLY SORROW, AND THE SORROW 
OF THE WORLD. 


Usvua.ty, the sting of sorrow is 
this, that it neither removes nor 
alters the thing we sorrow for ; 
and so is but a kind of reproach 
to our reason, which will be sure 
to accost us with this dilemma. Ei- 
ther the thing we sorrow for is 
to be remedied, or it is not; if it 
is, why then do we spend the time 
in mourning, which should be 
spent in an active applying of 
remedies? But if it is not; then 
is our sorrow vain, as tending to 
no real effect. For no man can 
weep his father, or his friend, out 
of the grave, or mourn himself 
out of a bankrupt condition. But 
this spiritual sorrow is effectual 
to one of the greatest and highest 
purposes that mankind can be 
concerned in. It is a means to 
avert an impendent wrath, to dis- 
arm an offended Omnipotence 
48 
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and even to fetch a soul out of 
the very jaws of hell; so that the 
end and consequence of this sor- 
row sweetens the sorrow itself; 
and, as Solomon says, in the midst 
of laughter, the heart 1s sorrowful ; 
so in the midst of sorrow here, 
the heart may rejoice ; for while 
it mourns, it reads, that those that 
mourn shall be comforted ; and so 
while the penitent weeps with 
one eye, he views his deliverance 
with the other. But then for the 
external expressions and vent of 
sorrow ; we know that there is a 
certain pleasure in weeping; it is 
the discharge of a big and a swel- 
ling grief; of a full and a strang- 
ling discontent; and therefore he 
that never had such a burthen 
upon his heart, as to give him 
opportunity thus to ease it, has 
one pleasure in this world yet to 
come.— Robert South. 


—>—- 


Divers notions not simply pass- 
ing our capacity to know, we are 
not yet in condition to ken, by 
reason of our circumstances here, 
in this dark corner of things to 
which we are confined, and 
wherein we lie under many disad- 
vantages of attaining knowledge, 
He that is shut up in a close 
place, and can only peep through 
chinks, who standeth in a val- 
ley, and hath his prospect in- 
tercepted, who is encompassed 
with fogs, who hath but a dusky 
light to view things by, whose 
eyes are weak or foul, how can 
he see much or far, how can he 
discern things remote, minute or 
subtile, clearly and distinctly ? 
Such is our case; our mind is 
pent up in the body, and looketh 
only through those clefts oy which 
objects strike our sense ; its intu- 
ition is limited within a very small 
compass ; it resideth in an atmos- 


The Fleeting Tenure of Human Life. 


phere of fancy, stuft with exhala- 
tions from temper, appetite, pas- 
sion, interest; its light is scant 
and faint (for sense and experi- 
ence do reach only some few 
gross matters of fact, light infus- 
ed, and revelation imparted to us, 
proceed from arbitrary dispensa- 
tion in definite measures) our rati- 
ocination consequently from such 
principles, must be very short 
and defective ; nor are our minds 
ever thoroughly sound, or pure 
and defecate from prejudices: 
hence no wonder, that now we are 
wholly ignorant of divers great 
truths, or have but a glimmering 
notion of them, which we may, 
and hereafter shall come fully and 
clearly to understand; so that 
even the apostles, the secretaries 
of heaven, might say, We know-tn 
part, and we prophesy wm part ; 
We now see through a glass darkly, 
but then face to face. —Barrow. 


— 


THE FLEETING TENURE 
LIFE. 
We flutter, as it were, a day in 
the sun-beam of existence; the 
shades of evening speedily close 
around, and then we mingle with 
the things that have been! Man 
drops the mask: of mortality, 
from life’s great drama. The 
petty distinctions of life attend 
him no further. The undistin- 
guished bourne of futurity is un- 
assailable by terrestial splendor 
and pageantry. ‘The dross of the 
world must yield precedence to 
moral worth zealously exercised 
in the sure and certain hope of its 
exceeding great reward. “ Thou, 
O Lord, changest his countenance, 
and sendest him away.” ‘The 
summer’s sun will shine in bright- 
ness on the spot where he lies 
low and forgotten; but its beams 
will give neither light nor beat 
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to the lonely tenant of the grave. 
The leaves of autumn will fall, 
rustling and mournful on that clod 
—emblem how striking of his 
fate, who once trod with pride 
upon the dust which now covers 
him! Winter’s dreary snow shall 
veil the neglected spot, and 
nourish into existence the green 
herb that springs from his ashes. 
Spring, too, shall return, but not 
a leaf of his sublunary course 
shall germinate afresh. Oh, that 
we duly considered this—that we 
thought more of our latter end! 
The recollection of our mortality 
would abase the pride of human 
reason, and lead us to bow with 
resignation and praise to the de- 
crees of the Almighty, and to re- 
joice in the ground of confidence 
and hope, ‘that is laid for us in 
Christ Jesus.» We should then 
aim to become Christians indeed ! 
that is, not merely to believe in 
the Saviour, but to study to imi- 
tate that pattern of infinile ex- 






Sept. 22,—Rev. Samuet Y. Garrison 
was ordained as an Evangelist, at Hop- 
kinsville, Ky. by the Mublenburgh Pres- 
bytery. 

Sept. 26,—Rev. NATHANIEL WALFS was 
ordained as Pastor of the first Congregation- 
al Church in Belfast, Me. Sermon by Rev. 
Prof. Smith. 

Sept. 26,—Rev. Juni EE WELLMAN was 
installed over the Congregational Church 
and Society in Warner, N. H. Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Wood, of Boscawen. 

Sept. 27,—Rev. JoHN GARRETSON was 
ordained and installed Pastor of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church in Middleborough, by the 
Classis of Schoharie. Sermon by Rev. J. F. 
Schermerhorn. 

Oct. 3,—Rev. Tertius 8. CLARKE was 
ordained over the second Congregational 
Church and Parish of Deerfield. Sermon by 
Rev. Dorus Clarke, of Blandford. 

Oct. 3,—Ordained at Durham, Greene co. 
N. Y., Mr. ALanson B, CoitTENDEN, and 
Mr. T:motny Stow. Sermon by Rev. W. 
Fisher, of Merideth. 

Oct.4,—Rev. Jonn A. ProupFit was 
installed Pastor of the first Presbyterian 
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cellence and unparalleled good- 
ness.—Anon. 


—— 


APHORISMS. 


Persons who see the faults of 
others, while they remain blind 
to their own, are like Seneca’s 
wiches, who never wore their 
eyes, except when they went 
abroad. 

I3 it not better that your friends 
should tell you your faults, than 
your enemies should talk of them 
publickly ? 

God will excuse our prayers 
for ourselves, whenever we are 
prevented from them, by being 
occupied by such good works as 
will entitle usto the prayers of 
others. 

Seldom commend men to their 
faces, and never disparage them 
behind their backs. If you know 
any good of them, let others know 
it; if any ill that you would re- 
peat, tell it to themselves. 


Church and Society in Newburyport. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Dr. Proudfit of Salem, N. Y. 

Oct. 7,—Rev. Austin Ricuarps was 
ordained at Francistown, N. H. as Pastor oi 
the Church and Union Congregational So- 
ciety in that place. Sermon by Rey. Mr 
“ord, of Amherst. 

Oct. 19,—Mr. Grorcr W. Beruune 
was ordained a minister of the Gospel in the 
Presbyterian Church, Pearl-st. New York 
Sermon by Rev. Dr. McMurray. 

Oct. 24,—Mr. Peter Sparks was or- 
dained as Pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Lyons Farms, Essex Co. N.J. Sermon by 
Rev. David Jones, of Lower Dublin, Pa. 

Oct. 31,—Rev. Mark TvuckER was in- 
stalled by the Presbytery of Troy, as Pastor 
of the 2nd Presbyterian Church in Troy, 
New York. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Kennedy, 
of Whitehall. 

Nov. 1,—Rev. Joun M. Putnam was in- 
stalled at Epsom, N. H. Sermon by Rey 
Rufus A. Putnam, of Fitchburg, Mass. 

Nov. 7,—Rev. Evisan Demonp was 
installed Pastor of the Church and Congre- 
gation in Lincoln. Sermon by Rev. Dr 


Codman, of Dorchester. 











Poetry 


Poetry. 
From the Recorder and Telegraph 
ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. EDWARD PAYSON, D. D. 
A servant of the living God is dead !— 
His errand hath been well, and early done, 
And early hath he gone to his reward. 


He shall come no more forth, but to his sleep 
Hath silently laid down, and so shall rest. 


Would ye bewail our brother? He hath gone 
To Abraham’s bosom. He shall no more thirst, 
Nor hunger, but forever in the eye, 

Holy and meek, of Jesus, he may look, 
Unchided, and untempted, and unstain’d. 
Would ye bewail our brother? He hath gone 
To sit down with the prophets by the clear 
And chrystal waters ; he hath gone to list 
isaiah’s harp and David’s, and to walk 

With Enoch and Elijah, and the host 

Of the just men made perfect. He shall bow 
At Gabriel’s Hallelujah, and unfold 

The scroll of the Apocalypse with John, 

And talk of Christ with Mary, and go back 
ro the last supper, and the garden prayer 
With the belov’d disciple. He shall hear 
The story of the Incarnation told 

By Simeon, and the Triune mystery 

Burning upon the fervent lips of Paul. 

He shall have wings of glory, and shall soar 
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To the remoter firmaments, and read 

The order and the harmony of stars ; 

And in the might of knowledge, he shall bow 

In the deep pauses of Archangel harps, 

And humble as the Seraphim, shall ery— 

Iho by his searchings finds thee out, On Gon? 
There shall he meet his children who have gone 
Before him, and as other years roll on, 

And his lov’d flock go up to him, his hand 

Again shall lead them gently to the Lamb 


eee RE AAR 


And bring them to the living waters there. 
Is it so good to die! and shall we mourn 
[hat he is taken early to his rest ?>— 

Tell me! Oh mourner for the man of God! 


Shall we bewail our brother, that he died ? 
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Memoirs of Mrs. Ramsay. 


JUST PUBLISHED by CROCKER & BREWSTER, 47, Washing- 
ton Street, Boston MEMOIRS of the Life of MARTHA LAURENS 
RAMSAY, who died in Charleston, S. C. June 10. 1811. in the 52d 
year of her age. With an Appendix, containing extracts from her 
diary, letters, and other priva 
ten to her. by her father, Henry Laurens. 1771—76 By David 
peas M.D. Fourth Ed 
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Dr. Heceler’ S Se rmons on 


intemperance. 


JUST PUBLISHED), and for sale by CROCKER 
BREWSTER, and JAMES LORING, 


SIX SERMONS on the nature, occasions, signs, 
evils, and remedy of INTEMPERANCE By Lyman 


BreecuHer, D. D 2d Edition Price 37 1-2 cents. 
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